[Liver transplantation from a living donor: necessity or an alternative?].
Liver transplantations using a part of the liver from a living donor are already being performed around the world. The main arguments for performing such transplantations are the shortage of brain-dead donors and the consequently high mortality rate of patients on the waiting list for a liver transplantation. The disadvantages of this option are the mortality and morbidity risk for the living donor. The shortage of brain-dead donors could also be resolved by the implementation of special techniques such as split-liver and domino-liver transplantations or by using compromised and non-heart-beating donors. Furthermore, measures should be taken to reduce the shortage of brain-dead donors in the Netherlands. If such actions do not lead to an increase in the number of brain-dead donors and a willingness to restrict the indications for transplantation is not forthcoming then donation for liver transplantation by living donors is inevitable. Such a program should satisfy certain conditions and have the requisite medical-ethical and public support.